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Christmas Cantata -i An Evening in
Saturday, Dec. 13 and Sunday, Dec. 14 at 7:00 p.m.

"An Evening In December",a Christmas cantata written by Tom
Fettke and David Huntsinger, will be presented December 13 and 14, 2008, at
the Saegertown United Methodist Church beginning at 7:00 p.m. The Cantata
will be sung by an ecumenical choir of 60 voices from a wide variety of area
churches directed by NancyJo Ralph and accompanied by Jennifer Sliker. The
presentation will be a multi -media presentation using music, a PowerPoint
slide show, and drama. Admission is free and a love offering will be taken.
Professional child care will be available in the church nursery during both
performances. A reception will follow Sunday evening's performance. Come and
join us for an evening of fellowship as we celebrate the birth of Christ on this
" An Evening in December."

B Christmas Eve Services

There will be three Christmas Eve Candlelight Services .

7 p.m. - Traditional Service: Christmas carols, choral
anthems and scriptures.

9 p.m. - Contemporary Christian Music with scriptures and
Communion.

11 p.m. - Traditional Service: Christmas carols, scriptures and
Communion.

*Christmas Eve offering collected will be going towards the Church utilities.
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Prayer Chairfi Always there for YOU!

We hold You in our Prayers

Anne Clevenger 763-5814
Al meda DO AmMi c &665
Bev Kantz 398-8382
Howard Roxberry 763-2449
Jan Williams 763-6572

Members available after 10:00 p.m. :

Chris Grubbs
rdg6ceg@alltel.net
Also: Anne, Howard or Bev
Just give us a call!

337-5455

Worship Services

*All Air conditioned & Handicapped accessible.
8:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (ALL AGES)
9:40 a.m. (Breakfast at 9:20 a.m.)

N8N 0
Youth Group

P

Jr./Sir. High Youth Group
(7th-12th Grade)

Sunday Evenings 1 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Watch schedule for events & locations.
Contact Jacob Ongley,
Director of Student Ministries
763-6685

Woman to Woman Bible Study
Saturday Mornings!
Christine Grubbs, Leader

Church Office Hours:
Monday-Tuesday-Friday
7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday-7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Thursday 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Phone: (814) 763-6685
E-mail: sumc@windstream.net
Web page:
www.sumchurch.org

Music Interests

Chancel Choir
(11 a.m. Worship)
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. (Sept/June)
Robert Smith, Director T 763-5262
Justified by Faith
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. (Sept/June)
NancyJo Ralph, Director 763-5232
Girlz of God (7-12th Grade)
Christine Grubbs, Director -337-5455
Godds
6 p.m. on Wednesdays during
Wednesday Night Live Sessions
Pastor Ken, Director

U.M. Women
Meets 3rd Wed-1 p.m.

Uu. M.
Meets 3rd Tues 7 p.m.
(various locations)

Scouting Ministry Opportunities
Boys Scoutsd Every Tues.-7 p.m.
Charles Davis, Scoutmaster
Cub Scouts (Sept/June)
Randy Chess, Cubmaster
763-6444
Girl Scouts/Brownies/Daisies
(Sept/June)

Contact the Girl Scout District Office
1-800-445-9170

Possibilities

Mends Brfot herh




Make someoneds day...order a be
Orders can be placed by contacting Mrs. Phyllis Fleek at 333-1624 or pick up
2 an order blank on the Pamphlet Stand outside of the sanctuary . Flowers are
HO‘*L"Just $15. each bouquet. (See order blank in newsletter also)

October 12
Thank you to all who made the East Germans welcome and for sharing your Christian
Love with them.
In recognition of my wife, Janet R. Williams, on her birthday. Richard Williams
In remembrance of our Mom, Mary Bergholtz, on her birthday, Oct. 10th.
Bev & Jim Marvin
October 19
In recognition of our 33rd Wedding Anniversary. Bud & Sue Bardeen
I n honor of L a u Loven Bad, ManT& Kendiai r t hday .
October 26
I n honor of Prentice & Marie Copelandéo
In memory of Jim Rodgers. From Betty Rodgers
NOVEMBER
November 2
In honor of my parents, Robert and Sidney Oaks, on their birthday.
November 9
In honor of all Veterans who served our great country, the United States of America.
God bless each one of you. Your Church Family
November 16
In memory of Kathleen Leslie, Mother and Grandmother.
November 23
I n honor of Ken and Mary Ann Perryds a
November 30
In loving memory of Robert F. Gruber
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers . . .
Those who were ill, hospitalized or
recuperating at home: Deb Yoder, Ruth
Ritenour, Marie Copeland and Marian
Braymer.

Please assist the pastors by notifying
at the phone numbers below to request a
hospital visitation.
(*The HIPAA Privacy Act does not permit
the hospital to inform us of hospital admis-
sions.) If you would appreciate a visit from
the clergy, please contact the church office
at 763-6685 or 763-3862.

Our Christian Love & Sympathy to:
Sandra Gabriel and family upon the
loss of her mother, Mrs. Lynda L.
Dorrion.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul (Flora) Vogt &
family upon the |
Mrs. Isabel Cochran.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe (Maria) Soltis upon
the death of their infant grandson,
Joseph Michael Frantz. Parents,
Megan and Brian Frantz.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael (Michelle) Sutton
and family wupon
father, Mr. Robert F. Gruber.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Roberts and fam-

(0]

t h

ily upon the | o0oss
Kenneth R. Roberts.

Soup Kitchen Day 12/29

I f youdbdd Iike to I

hours at the Meadville Soup Kitchen in
Meadyville, PA, at Stone UMC, contact
Mrs. Janet Williams at 763-6572.
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November

11/2 Tom & Sheree Coscia
11/2 Duane & Laura Jones
11/12 Jeremy & Jennifer Dylewski
11/20 Harold & Bessie Schlosser
11/24 Ken & Kathy Wetzel

11/25 Bryl & Marian Braymer
11/28 Ken & Mary Ann Perry
11/28 Kevin & Connie Schlosser
December

12/8 Herman & lda Sheriff-55th
12/12 Bill & Beth Connor

12/14 Jerry & Sandy Hunter
12/17 Rick & Chris Grubbs

12/17 Bill & Becky Titus

12/18 Ardean & Cindy Ridgeway
12/18 Jeff & Shannon Stewart
12/21 Michael & Michelle Sutton
12/22 Dennis & Judy McCartney
12/26 Don & Eva Jane Whitbeck
12928 Richafl & R/I@rjérie Pofeindhe I,
12/29 Jim & Bev Marvin
January-2009

1/2 Henry & Lea Baldwin

1/3 Dan & Faye Cole

1/3 Jeff & Melissa Hatton
1/4 Don & Rebecca Osborne
1/8 Jerry & Tammy Ricci

If you would like your anniversary
inaydedeasexcdll the [ohiurah ¢ifiee bt 76& 6 s
6685. Thanks! Why not order an Altar Flower
arrangement!!!’ Call Phyllis Fleek at 333-1624.
Thanks!!

Many thanks to all who donated soup
ingredient i1items f
homemade vegetable soup sale! It
was a joy to talk with each of you, and
your generous spirit was so appreci- /
ated! Peg Acker,

Soup ingredient caller coordinator

or



Service to God
from SUMC

ﬂgb
Feeding the
ock

Christina Sommers
(763 4571) &
Sherry Coscia (763
Coordinators

We have provided several meals as
an outreach for people in time of
need! We are truly being blest by
this and wish to express our many
thanks for those who are contribut-
ing to help those whether the need
comes from il
get out, hospital recovery.

6952),

If its laid on your heart to help
financially to provide a meal for
someone going through a difficult
time, please contact us, Christina
Sommers-763-4571 or Sherry
Coscia-763-6952. You may make
your check out to SUMC and note
fi Me adn thé memo of your check
or your envelop also.

Food Pantry Needs for December:
Canned Soups Cake Mix Frostings
Pudding mixes Tuna Fish

Kidney Beans Pork and Beans
Jelly Cereals

Macaroni & Cheese

We are so grateful for your continued

support. We have 12 families that are

cared for and receiving food items each

month.

Kathy Wetzel and Sandy Sherred,
Food Pantry Coordinators

ness

Expansion Loan Update
$120,000 total
Paid: $35,784.67

Help us get this paid in full. Make
your check out to SUMC with
AiProperty EXx marked
on the memo part or on an en-
vel op. Letds sep
can pay this loan off!! Thanks!

ARThe Angel
Once again our church is helping to
put a smile on a
Christmas season. Ifitis in your
heart to help, please take a tag off
the AAngel Treeo.
your unwrapped gift and return it to
the church by Sun., Dec. 14th. Any
guestions, please contact Katy
Wetzel at 763-4124.

2009 Calendars Ready for You!
Many thanks to Mr. Steve Mizner of
Stephen P. Mizner Funeral Home &
Cremation Services, Inc. for providing
once again the beautiful 2009 calen-
dars. Be sure to pick one up today!
Calendars are located at the main
entrance to the sanctuary.

2008 Year-End Statements

& New 2009 Offering Envelopes?
If you will be needing a 2008 Year-
End statement and/or new 2009
offering envelopes, please give Jen
Ashbaugh, business administrator, a
call at the church at 763-6685 or
email her: sumfi-
nances@windstream.net Thanks!
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Arcspom.. From Vicki DeRoss
Chocolate Coconut-Pecan Bars

1 C flour

1/4 C Cocoa powder

1/4 C butter

1/2 C Brown sugar

11g. Egg

1/2 tsp. Vanilla

1 (14-0z.) Can sweetened condensed milk

2 C (7 oz.) flaked coconut

1 C chopped pecans

Heat oven to 350°. Lightly grease 9X13
inch pan. Line with foil, grease again.
Mix flour & cocoa. Beat butter & sugar
until fluffy. Beat in egg & vanilla. Stir in
flour mixture until blended. Press in
bottom of prepared pan. Bake 10
minutes. Cool completely. In medium
bowl mix condensed milk, coconut &
pecans. Spread over cooled crust. Bake
25 minutes or until edges begin to brown
and top is set. Cut into 24 bars.

Penny Pail Project Updates
Month of December Focus:
Pastorodos Discreti
We are now collecti
Discretionary Fund. Drop your pennies
off each Sunday in the penny pail
located in the sanctuary!

**Thank you to Jodi Caldwell and her

children for coming on board to be our
Apennyodo counters!

-6-
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Purpose of United Methodist Women
The organized unit of United Methodist
Women shall be a community of women
whose PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to develop a crea-
tive, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation
in global ministries of the church.

The UMW participated in the World
Thank Offering at their Nov. 12 meeting.

The Homemade Soup Sale on Nov. 13
was a great success. Many thanks to
Peg Acker for calling for ingredients; to
Lori Hailwood for her wonderful crew for
soup making; and to all those who do-
nated time, funds, and supported this
project for missions.

Christmas luncheon was held at the
Venango Valley Inn on Wed., Dec. 3.

Christmas gifts will be purchased for the
our friends that attend church from Qual-
ity Care this ygan MNames will be passed
AU at theoluncheon. e
Next meeting: Wed., Jan. 21 at 1 p.m.

Future plans:

January,20090 6 Sudso fori
Collecting Jan-March laundry detergent
for the Refuge, a homeless shelter for
families.

Pastor 6s

1

Februaryd Val ent i-Balse d N§al e

Marchd Lenten Community Luncheons




Kingdom Kids (Elementary Sunday School Children)
Celebrating Jesus Birthday on Sun., Dec. 21-9:30 a.m.
That s right, come join us during the Sund
party for Jesus on Sun., Dec. 21. There will be games, food and fun for all!

Youth Group News
From Jacob Ongley, Director of Student Ministries

Hello church family! | hope this article about the youth ministry within the
French Creekco-op hel ps you get caught up with wh
gram. For the month of November, we met weekly on Sunday nights at the Blooming
Valley UMC. We took off the evening of the 23™ and | encouraged the teens to spend
some extra time with t ¥wasourspeziahevenyforshe Sund a
month. We took a bus load of teens to the Lost Lanes in Cambridge Springs.
For the month of December, we will be meeting here at the Saegertown UMC
on Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:30. We will not be meeting on the 14" due to the
Christmas Cantata. The special event for the month of December will be a fundraiser.
Here are the details for this event:

Teens will be at the Saegertown Church on Sunday, Dec. 21 from 12:30 p.m.
until 4:30 p.m. for child care and gift wrapping. If you have some gifts that need
wrapped or need to do some last minute shopping, please drop off your things (and
kids) and donate some money to the youth trip to ALIVE (Christian Music Festival in
Ohio) in June.

We will also be selling lengths of duct
wallo. It will be a great afternoon filled
a dinner at 4:30 p.m. and Christmas caroling at 5:00 p.m. Everyone is invited and
encouraged to come out for the dinner and caroling.

Just one more thing from me church family. On Wednesday, Dec. 31% there
wi || be a speci al New Year 6s Evel2f0pmty at
The youth group will be joining the Littles Corners church family this year for their an-
nual event. Food will be provided and an awesome evening is being planned to help
us bring in the New Year right!
God Speed, Jake <><



‘& “ Rev. Patricia Harbison, Superintendent to Lead
e District Worship & Bible Study
Come and join us as we worship and share in a short Bible study led by our
District Superintendent, Rev. Patricia Harbison. Schedule as follows:
Tues., Dec. 9 Corry: Evangelical
Wed., Dec. 17 Erie: Summit
Mon ., Dec. 22 Conneaut Lake: Trinity

HELLO FROM THE CHURCH LIBRARY!

WOW! We are e-x-p-a-n-d-i-n-g our Christian Fiction section to include TWO addi-
tional shelves! The donations received are absolutely marvelous. Watch for new
selections such as, One Tuesday Morning and Beyond Tuesday Morning by Karen
Kingsbury; Ruby and Amethyst by Lauraine Snelling; The Atonement Child and A
Voice in the Wind by Francine Rivers; and Monster by Frank Peretti!

Additional selections include novels by Stephen Bly, Judith Pella, Delia Parr, Sally
John, and Janette Oke. Just in time for the holidays come two novellas entitled Simply
Christmas and An Old Fashioned Christmas. For the gentlemen, look for Chuck Nor-

r i Agdinst All Odds 1 his life story. Those are just a few of the wonderful gems that
keep appearing on the I|ibrarianbds desk!

For those who just canot sit still |l ong en:i
lent family films in DVD. They will be available on the revolving rack in the narthex.

One goal for 2008 was to purchase a table for the library. This endeavor was set

aside when someone offered to donate a table instead. However, due to circum-

stances beyond our control, this generous offer has been prevented from materializ-

ing. Therefore, we will be looking for a table in the next few weeks in hopes of accom-

plishing our original goal! Please keep this project in your prayers so that the Lord will

lead us to the correct table to accommodate the needs of that room. If you would still

|l i ke to donate to this cause, pl ease just

Merry Christmas (and remember that BOOKS make excellent gifts any time of the
year!)

-10-



Words of Thanks and Appreciation . . .

My sincerest thanks to Sheree Coscia and Chri st
tors, for the wonderful meals that were brought to me during my recent recuperation. Also,
many, many thanks to all who sent cards. | so appreciated your thoughtfulness. Peg Acker

Thank you to the church and the Feeding the Flock ministry. Special thanks to Sheree, Bev,
Almeda, Jodi and Denise. Also, to one of the greatest blessings God placed in my life, Christian
Sommers. Deb Yoder

Thank you for your gift during Pastor Appreciation month and especially your prayers. We look
forward to going out to dinner as a family sometime soon. Pastor Ken & Family

Many, many thanks and appreciation for all the cards and many acts of kindness given to me
during the Pastor Appreciation month. Blessings, Pastor Joe

I want to thank my church family for your praye
trance into Crawford County Care Center. Special thanks to the prayer chain and Pastor Ken.
Most gratefully, Shirley Temple

Thank You Cub Pack #254!!! Many thanks and appreciation to cub scouts and parents of Cub
Scout Pack #254 of Saegertown for holding a Food Drive this past weekend to benefit our Food
Pantry.

Thank You...French Creek Valley Christian School!! Many thanks to all of the children that col-
lected food items for Thanksgiving for our Food Pantry.

Thank you!! Hayfield Grange Members...The food donation for our Food Pantry was so appreci-
ated. We now have 12 families that are being cared for.

To Pastor Ken and the Church Family, Thank you for all the fAbest w
ship the last Sunday | attended. The cake was a nice surprise and the warm family feeling | will
not forgetd miss all of you. Sincerely, Thelma Patton

To the Bereavement Caring Team...I t 6s a nicer worl d because of t

Thank you so much for the time and effort you put into making this hard time easier.
God bless, Brian & Meagan Frantz and family

Thoughts to Ponder . . .
Duty makes us do things well, but love makes us do them beautifully. 8 Phillips Brooks

-11-



Praying for You from the Computer
This month | thought 1 6d share my pastor 6s
ence. Have a very Merry Christmas and Blessed 2009!

As Saegertown U.M. Church looks at past congregational goals for ministry it is
praising God for a goal that has been over two decades in the making. A com-
mitment to establish a youth program has occurred with the hiring of a full-time
Director of Student Ministries. Jacob Ongley has begun his ministry by perform-
ing the groundwork necessary in making sure children and youth are welcome at
SUMC. He is helping lead the cooperative youth ministry, connecting with the
Sunday School program, relating to many students at the Saegertown schools
(especially with the Youth Vision program) and helping with the community Youth
for Christ youth group.

A wonder f ul new success story in outreach
laity came to the church parking lot and reached out to over 400 children alone

by giving treats during the Saegertown community trick or treat night. It is the

busiest night of the year in town and | 0m
from the church coming down to be apart of it. The community thought it was

fantastic! The church also is involved in the busiest day of the year in Saeger-

town, the community yard sale day in July.

We have been able to see an increase in the use of our CCN satellite program-

mi ng. Just in the | ast month w¥Wegdiecost ed a
Talesand heldthei Fi r epr oo f Yseminar inichrcouples froin far

away as Geneva, Ohio, came to think about ways to strengthen their marriages.

Through our relationships with the general manager at Meadville at the Movies,

we were able to have the movie i F i r e ghown during its opening weekend,

one of the very few places in Western Pennsylvania to do so.

What a joy it was to have the East German Conference Brass Band here. Indi-
viduals and families opened their homes for not one, but two nights, on their tour
here in our Conference and the blessings received were phenomenall!! Being
able to be part of this mission of the church and connect across cultures was
truly a heart-warming and learning experience for everyone who opened their
home.

The Easter cantata was another great time of music. It consisted of choir mem-
bers from many churches in Crawford County and has expanded to the point that
this Advent over 60 will be singing in a Christmas cantata. SUMC has a great
love for music and various forms of music are heard in the sanctuary throughout
the year. -8- (Continued next page)



Another outreach ministry that has quickly become a tradition is getting some U.M.
churches in the area to take turns hosting the Baby Changing Station at the Crawford
County fair. This ministry continues to grow and was helpful to approximately 450
families this year.

Goals for 2009 are listed elsewhere in the charge conference paperwork but one ex-
citing thing | believe to be important is that two different weeks of Vacation Bible
School, one in the mornings and one in the evenings, are being planned by two differ-
ent leadership teams.

Pastor al activities | bé6dve been apart of the
the Ten Commandments, and teaching about how they can help strengthen families,

how we need them to see that Jesus is the fulfillment of the law, and just how much

we need Jesusd | ove and grace. The sacran
monthly, the sacramental blessing of performing baptisms of infants and adults have

been witnessed, confirmation classes has been taught by Pastor Joe, new adult mem-

bers have been received, visitors are coming every Sunday, weddings ceremonies

where men and women as couples are sharing their vows of faith, love and commit-

ment are being performed, and memorial services of death and resurrection have oc-

curred. A ministry need that unfortunately has been on the increase at SUMC is min-
istering to families who have a family men
This has been something | éve been studying
minister to families in the transition stages of it. It is a heart-breaking ministry. The
congregation has really been able to show the love of Christ to the families struggling

with this.

The Wednesday Night Live is now in its second year. It is a time of dinner, fellowship,
Christian education, and singing. Il 6m t ea
Jesus through song. The children have cal
are practicing each week and singing durin
most gifted one musically to do this, but
groups meet throughout the church building as we sing in the sanctuary.

This year | 6ve -yeancomihuimg eelutatien prognam eadled The Pas-
tords Academy on Stewardship, and I 6m tryi
help teach the congregation the importance of being a steward. In 2009, part of my
ti me of education will be attending the Al
Long Pastorate. Al s o, as chairperson of t
budgeting, goal setting, and planning for the future of the camp following its final pool
payment in the coming year.

God speed, Ken
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Go Shopping!

e Avai:?ble(,(~,)'a Youth Group Fundraiser!!!
] %

Sunday, Dec. 216 12:30-4:30 p.m.
Teens will be at the church for child care and gift-wrapping for a

>,

1? donation. Proceeds will go towards the youth trip to ALIVE )

& (Christian Music Festival in Ohio) in June.
They will be selling duct tape in &
Jake to the wallo. Fun activities

Dinner at 4:30 p.m. and caroling at 5 p.m.

Coming in January, 2009. . .

Il s Your NEW YEARS® RESOLUTI ON to
Then come join Cindy Ridgeway on Tuesday evenings from
5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Community Room for a FREE 45-60

minute low impact aerobic class set to contemporary Christen music starting Tuesday,

January 6, 2009. This adventure promises to be a time of fun, friendship and laugh-

ter ; and itds open to men and women of al |

Wednesday Night Lived Begins on January 7, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. Watch for
classes offered.

Un-Trimming of the Greens! Sat., Jan. 10-9 a.m.d Many hands needed, espe-
cially to take down trees!! Lunch provided. See you there!

Confirmation Classes for Youth (7-12th) -January 11, 2009

Pastor Joe will be leading the 2009 Confirmation Classes for those youth 7th-12th
who would like to become members of the church. The classes will begin on Sunday,
January 11 at 9:30 a.m. If you are interested, please call the church office at 763-
6685 to register. Thanks!

Trustee Election Day 0 Sunday, January 11, 2009

U. M. Mends Ga mhars.PDliarmuarg 22...mark your calendars today!
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